
A REPORT ON THE 
COVID-19 YEAR

 Whom have I in heaven
 but you? And there is nothing
 on earth that I desire besides
you. Psalm 73:25

“



 There is a cause for griefgrief, when we see so many dying without any hope for eternity,
and this challenges us to pray and to use our opportunities for witness wisely.

 There is a cause for thanksgivingthanksgiving. The development of vaccines has been
 an enormous blessing, and through this whole period we have seen the Lord
keeping his people in remarkable ways.

 There is a cause for reassessmentreassessment. The limitations on meeting together have
 made us go back to basics and reassess what really matters - prayer, God’s
Word, fellowship and evangelism.

 As a Movement we have been humbled by the opportunitiesopportunities the Lord has
 given us to support churches and gospel work over the last year.

 Please pray that in the coming year the Lord would guide us as we seek to
 address the issues that really matter, and that we would be humble and faithful
as we serve him and his people.
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 The last year will not soon be
  forgotten.

 We have seen major changes in
 societies all around the world that we
 never imagined would happen.  There
 have been financial pressures, and
 changes in working practices - many
 people have faced redundancy. There
 has been loneliness and isolation,
  especially for the elderly and the sick.

 But above all there has been the
 human cost, with millions of deaths
 and many more seriously sick. The
effect of this on families is incalculable.

 In the light of this, it is right that we
take stock.

A MESSAGE FROM THE 
GENERAL SECRETARY



WHAT WE’VE DONE
 What has encouraged us most over the past
 year is the fact that local churches have
 become more noticeable and public –
 just a quick look at social media websites
 is testimony to this – videos, personal
 witness online, sharing the gospel from
 door to door and on the web. In a very
 real sense, churches are back in the public
 square, and we’re seeing the effects as we
 hear of God saving people.

 Our mission as a Movement is to support
 and encourage this as much as possible.
 We have many reasons to thank the
 Lord that we’ve been able to reach and
 support many more Christians from so

 many different backgrounds – many who
 have not been linked with us previously.

 There have been many highlights
 including the weekly TeamTalkTeamTalk meetings
 that have brought church leaders
 together, the Daily DevotionsDaily Devotions which
 continue to point people to Christ, and
 the  Christmas AskChristmas Ask  evangelistic magazine
 which obviously fufills a need. We were
 able to transfer many of our events online
 and were blessed by clear Biblical ministry
 in our conferences and camps in both
 languages. The following figures give an
idea of what’s been done.

400,000emails
 Devotions and Prayer
Letters sent

THE YEAR IN FIGURES

125
  Hymns made available
for Church singing

3
  Prayer
Campaigns

236,861
  Viewers on our
Video Channels

75
  Online Meetings
for Church Leaders

57,000
  Copies of Christmas
Ask sold

40
  Videos for Children
or Youth

14,789
 Hours of
Watch-time

2 weeks
 Lectures for
Theological Students

3
Books Published

 (with another 3 on the way)

5,000
  Magazines
sold

4
    New Websites
launched

“ Looking back at the last year there are two stand out encouragements. 
Firstly, we’ve received so many messages from people who have engaged with our 
ministries and have told us that they are praying for the work. Secondly, working 
with volunteers, especially organising the Pastors’ Wives Zoom sessions - they’ve 
been so willing to give of their time and learn new skills to further the work of the 
gospel. - Rebecca Gethin, EMW Administrative Services Officer

We wanted to thank all our volunteers 
and partners for their part in making 
this happen. We are a family made up of 
individuals, through God’s grace, who have 
seen their need for a Saviour. He has saved 
us and has put us together in this little 
corner of the planet to support each other 
and reach out to others until we reach 
home (or He returns) - what a privilege!

52
   Videos of talks/
training sessions



STAFFING REPORT
 The EMW faced many real and tangible
 changes and challenges over the past year.
 No large-scale in-person events took place
 last year and it remains very unclear when we
 will be able to resume our in-person events.
 Our bookshops have also been closed for
 large parts of the year. This has naturally
 impacted on the amount of administrative
 work that we have needed to do. Facing
 this situation and due to the reduction in
 administrative work in the foreseeable future,
 four of our staff took voluntary redundancy.
 Shâron Barnes, Chris John, and Rebekah Cole

 left the South Wales office in October, and
 Eveline Potts left her post at the Wrexham
 bookshop in December. In addition Linda
 Davies retired from the Swansea bookshop
 in October and Stuart Thutt has retired from
 Bryn-y-groes in March.
 We would like to publicly thank Shâron,
 Chris, Beck, Linda, Eveline and Stuart for all
 their work for the Lord during their time with
 the Movement. Their love for the Lord has
 been clear, and we will certainly miss them.
 Please pray for the Lord’s good hand to be
on them in their future lives and service.

PLEASE PRAY

OUR FOCUS

 What a year it’s been! There have been some low points such as cancelling
 events and losing staff, but there have also been real blessings.

 What the last twelve months have taught us above anything else is to
 depend fully on the Lord. He is all that we need – and that has to be our
 focus and delight for the future.

 Our role therefore in Wales is simple – pointing people to Christ. Be that
 Leaders (who need to be encouraged and supported), Christians (who
 need to be comforted and equipped), Children and Youth (who need to be
 taught and cared for) or the Lost (who need to be reached). We therefore
commend the following for your prayers:

FINANCIAL REPORT
 It has naturally been a challenging year for
 us financially with the cancellation of our
 events and the inability of the bookshops
 and conference centre to open for long
 periods. We are thankful for the government
 assistance schemes, and to all our supporters
 who have given to support the work, but
 above all we thank the Lord who has kept us
in a remarkable way.

 Our financial year ends in September, and we
 will therefore see the effect of covid over at
 least two financial years.

 The year ending September 2020 (which
 included the first six months of the covid
year) saw a loss of £54,000*.

The main reasons for our loses have been:

 - Lack of income in our residential centre
(Bryn-y-gGroes).

 - Lack of income from our larger in-person
events (e.g. Aber Conference).

  - Topping up staff salaries for the furlough
scheme.

 The last six months have seen a continuation
of this trend.

* Draft figures subject to audit
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(staff lead on ministries)

 Please pray that we would have a clear dependance on the Lord in every
aspect of our work - prayer and a reliance on the Spirit need to be central.

WISDOM

 Please pray for wisdom as we seek to find a path out of lockdown. We
want to be good stewards of what God has given us.

UNITY

 Please pray that we would use volunteers wisely and plan our ministries in
 such a way that would encourage gospel unity. We want the church to
take the central place and priority in all that we do.

“ As in the past, so with the future ministries of the EMW. We are entirely 
dependant on the prayers of God’s people and the people who serve. Almost 
all will be volunteers - from administrators, through camp cooks and officers 
to writers, readers and preachers. Whatever their role, they need to be radically 
servant hearted, deeply humble, single minded and wisely zealous with a burning 
love for people and the Lord. Please pray that these right people, with the right 
skills, will be in the right teams at the right time - especially as the three year 
refreshing of committees and roles takes place this year. 

- Dave Norbury, EMW Chair of Trustees



 We believe evangelism should
 be done by local people where

 possible. Please pray that we would
 encourage and equip through

resources and opportunities.
Examples

 A Passion for Life Mission'22 &
Ask Magazines

LEADERS
 We want to encourage, equip and

 care for the various leaders of
 gospel churches. Please pray that
 our support would be practical,

pastoral and local.
Examples

 Church Training Days & Local
Fraternals

CHILDREN AND 
YOUTH

MISSION

 Young people are under increasing
 pressures and need our support and
 prayers. Please pray that we would

 help parents and churches to disciple
and care for the next generation.

Examples
 Day Camps & the possibility of

a new app for young people

CHURCHES AND 
CHRISTIANS

 Many Christians are isolated or attend
 small churches that lack resources.
 Please pray that we would be able
 to encourage and bring Christians

together for mutual encouragement.
Examples

    Local Conferences &
Magazines

SUPPORTING THE EMW

 Our main need is PRAYER.
 Please visit our website or

 phone the office to sign up for
our regular prayer bulletins.

 Most of our work is heavily
 dependant on VOLUNTEERS.
 There are many needs to suit

all kinds of gifts.

 We depend on GIFTS to run
 our ministries. Please visit our

 website or call the office if
you would like to contribute.

Details on the front cover
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Over the last year, the EMW has seen many changes both in 
our staffing and ministries. As we enter a new period, we do so 
relying on God, and we would ask you to pray for the following 
areas that we believe will be a priority over the coming years.


