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1/ Is this just a problem in America? 

 
Personal accounts 

Challenging the underlying assumption 

 

2/ Is this something that has affected the church? 

On the church’s involvement with the Trans-Atlantic slave trade: 

This could be seen as one of the main barriers to Christianity for some people of colour, 
while adding to the collective amnesia of white-led, white majority churches with regard to 
the Church’s role in the slave trade. The paradox for some black people is this: loving 
Jesus and understanding his amazing grace is one thing; loving the Church, with its 
complicated racial history, can be problematic. 

Ben Lindsay, We Need to Talk About Race 
 

3/ Does the Bible stay silent on the issue? 

I. What God is like - the mystery of the Trinity  
Ii. What God made us – image bearers of the Divine 
Iii. What God laid out in his law- concern for the outsider and the foreigner 
Iv. What God became - in the incarnation, we see the irreversible joining of two 
diametrically opposed, former foes 
V. What God did - The atonement unites groups that were hostile 
Vi. What the church is called to be - there is a personal interdependence in the body  
Vii. What we are destined for - the community of glory 

 

4/ What can we as Christians be doing to help turn the tide? 

I. Your identity is found in the Lord Jesus Christ 

Psalm 87: The Lord will write in the register of the peoples:   “This one was born in Zion.” 

II. Celebrate your heritage, and resist the temptation to completely assimilate 

Diversity is good, uniformity is bad, re: Trinity, Gen 1 

Your heritage will not be “white-washed” in the new creation- it will be glorified, Rev 7 
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I. Heart 

Do you have prejudices that you need to address? 

II. Head 

Don’t feel under pressure to have instant answers 

Don’t get distracted by the downstream issues 

III. Hands 

• Pray 
• Harness your tongue 
• Prepare yourself for when you are part of a more diverse population 
• Getting involved with Internationals work 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Resources 
Books – available from www.10ofthose.com/aber 
 
For first-hand Christian perspective of race and church: 
Ben Lindsay We Need to Talk about Race  
Adrian Pei Minority Experience  
 
For when you have been overwhelmed by the reality of injustice: 
Gary Haugen Good News About Injustice 
 
For a Biblical theology of race: 
J.Daniel Hays From every People and Nation 
 
Articles  
For thinking about Critical Theory, Critical Race Theory and Cultural Marxism: 
Andrew Wilson on Think Theology,     here 
Robert S. Smith in Themelios Vol 44, Issue 3,   here 
 
Further listening 
Andrew Gordon & Ray Brown’s zoom interview,   here 
Ray Brown’s session at the FIEC leadership conference,  here 


