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On a more serious note, the COVID-19 
crisis has caused questioning within 
our society, from politicians to the 
press, from business men and women 
to the unemployed, and from health 
workers to those they are treating 
in their beds – we have all asked the 
same question “What on earth is going 
on?” We’re grappling with the same 
question within our churches.

As a national movement of gospel 
Christians, we have received many 
requests over the last few months 
to call Christians and churches to 
pray for the situation. Some have 
encouraged us to pray for healing 
and an eradication of the virus, whilst 
others see the possibility of God at 
work and want prayer for people 
to be brought to see their need in a 
hopeless situation. Some have found 

the lockdown difficult, seeing it as a 
sign of God’s punishment, but others 
have been encouraged by the whole 
experience as they have seen God’s 
blessing through new people hearing 
the gospel. There’s uncertainty and 
confusion in the church and no one 
answers to the question of ‘What is 
God doing?’

You have probably asked that question many times over the last few months. 
I have certainly asked it at regular intervals: when trying to buy toilet rolls, 
during Prime Minister’s briefings, and then most recently this morning when I 
stood on the scales in the bathroom (although I have a pretty good idea what 
has caused the increase on the display)!

WHAT ON 
EARTH IS 
GOING ON?

WE HAVE 
RECEIVED MANY 

REQUESTS 
... TO CALL 

CHRISTIANS 
AND CHURCHES 

TO PRAY FOR 
THE SITUATION. 



SO WHY A CALL 
TO PRAYER? 
AND WHY NOW?

If you would like to give us feedback, or find out more about the EMW and what we 
can offer, please contact us at the North Wales Office or visit the website.

We must firstly emphasise that we are not 
trying to force more prayer or ensure that the 
Church responds in a particular way to the 
crisis. Prayer is a matter of discipleship for 
individual Christians in our local churches and 
we must answer for ourselves if we need to give 
more time and attention to prayer. This Call to 
Prayer is merely an aid to help those who wish 
to pray, grapple, and engage with what God is 
doing in Wales through the virus. It is important 
that everyone considers what they can learn 
personally through this crisis and it is our hope 
that we can help that in some small way.

It is important that we base our seeking and 
petitions in God’s word, therefore each day 
Mark Thomas (our General Secretary) will open 
a passage of Scripture with the aim of providing 
an encouragement and a biblical framework 
to guide our prayers. You may wish to use the 
guide every day for a week (along with many 
hundreds of Christians) or you may want to use 
it over several weeks. Feel free to use it as the 
Lord guides you, and please also share it with 
others in your church – contact the office or 

visit the website if you would 
like more copies.

While it appears that there is 
no one answer to the question, 
‘What is God doing?’ we know 
that this situation should 
teach us all one big lesson: 
that everything on this earth is 
fragile – health, our hobbies, 
our work, our ideas and even 
our churches are not to be the 
centre of our lives. God is the 
one who gives meaning, the one 
who deserves all the glory and 
the one in whom we truly find 
our home and safe place. Our 
main aim and hope from this 
call to prayer is to enable us to 
share in David’s cry in  Psalm 63:

 ‘O God, you are my God; 
earnestly I seek you; my 

soul thirsts for you; my flesh 
faints for you, as in a dry 

and weary land where there 
is no water. So I have looked 

upon you in the sanctuary, 
beholding your power 

and glory. Because your 
steadfast love is better than 
life, my lips will praise you.”



When we consider the majesty of God, 
it can seem like arrogance or lunacy 

to claim to know him in a real and personal 
way. But the truth is that eternal life means 
knowing the only true God and Jesus Christ 
whom he has sent (John 17:3). The Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit dwell in an eternal, 
unchanging relationship of love and 
delight. And in the gospel we are brought 
into that relationship!

To be a child of God means that we share 
in the Father’s character. We become like 
him in the new birth, and we grow to be 
more like him in sanctification until we are 
made completely like him when the Lord 
Jesus Christ returns.

To be adopted as a son of God means 
that we share in all the privileges that the 
Lord Jesus Christ has secured for us. We 
are accepted in the Beloved, the Father 
cares for us and provides for us and we 

WE HAVE THE 
PRIVILEGE OF 
KNOWING GOD

For all who are led by the Spirit of God are 
sons of God. For you did not receive the spirit 
of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have 
received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by 
whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” 
The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit 
that we are children of God, and if children, 
then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with 
Christ, provided we suffer with him in order 
that we may also be glorified with him.   

Romans 8:14-17

Sunday 

During these days we have 
faced many uncertainties, 
but let these uncertainties 
help us to focus on what is 

certain, and the amazing 
privilege of knowing God.

can approach the Father in prayer with 
confidence. He will never cast us off 
or condemn us - the family ties, the 
bonds of blood, can never be broken.

To live as God’s children in this world, 
means to face the same suffering 
that the Son knew, but as joint heirs 
with Christ we will share an eternal 
inheritance in glory. And the high-point 
of Christian assurance is to know from 
our hearts that we are the children of 
God (Romans 8:15-16).

PRAY THAT THE LORD WOULD 
HELP CHRISTIANS IN WALES 

TO LIVE IN THE LIGHT OF THE 
PRIVILEGE OF KNOWING HIM, 

AND TO EXPERIENCE WELL-
GROUNDED ASSURANCE OF 

THEIR SALVATION

Monday



Sunday Monday WE HAVE THE 
PRIVILEGE OF 
SEEKING GOD

Hear, O LORD, when I cry aloud; be gracious to me and 
answer me! 
You have said, “Seek my face.” My heart says to you, “Your 
face, LORD, do I seek.”    

Psalm 28:7-8

How often we forget that God is not indebted to us, and as sinners we do not even 
have the right to approach him! He is pure and holy, but in the Lord Jesus Christ, 

both we and our prayers are cleansed by his blood so that we can draw near without 
fear. When we seek God we must do so with clean hands and a pure heart, humbling 
ourselves under his mighty hand, that he may exalt us in due time.

To seek God means to desire his presence with us, and his will to be done in our lives and 
in our world. The Bible is full of great encouragements to seek God, such as “I love those 
who love me, and those who seek me diligently will find me” (Proverbs 8:17). When we 
seek God, we should do so boldly, knowing that he abounds in mercy and gives grace in 
time of need (Hebrews 4:16). It is he that has the Son that has life, and with him God will 
freely give us all things.

However, the most significant thing is not that he promises grace and mercy, but that 
he promises to come to us himself. We can never 
separate the Lord’s blessing from the Lord himself 
- they come to us in his own hand - and the heart 
of every true Christian would have it no other 
way. 

The Lord is greater than his blessings, and 
what a privilege that we can seek him, knowing 
that by the Holy Spirit, the Father and the Son 
will come and make their home with us.

PRAY THAT THE LORD WOULD 
GIVE US A HUMBLE, BURNING 

DESIRE TO KNOW HIM AND 
FOR HIS WILL TO BE DONE ON 

EARTH AS IT IS IN HEAVEN

A gap can quickly develop between what we believe and how we live our lives. 
Nowhere can this be more true than when we say that we seek the Lord. 



WE RECOGNISE 
THAT THE WORLD                  
IS CURSED

Tuesday
Wednesd

ay

To the woman he said, “I will surely multiply your pain in childbearing; in pain you shall 
bring forth children. Your desire shall be contrary to your husband, but he shall rule 
over you.” And to Adam he said, “Because you have listened to the voice of your wife 
and have eaten of the tree of which I commanded you, ‘You shall not eat of it,’ cursed 
is the ground because of you; in pain you shall eat of it all the days of your life; thorns 
and thistles it shall bring forth for you; and you shall eat the plants of the field. By the 
sweat of your face you shall eat bread, till you return to the ground, for out of it you 
were taken; for you are dust, and to dust you shall return.”      Genesis 3:16-19

God’s good creation was very different from what we see 
around us today. As a result of Adam’s sin, God cursed 

the world and everything was affected for the worse: natural 
functions like childbirth are no longer easy, relationships are 
damaged, the creation produces thorns and thistles, work 
has become hard drudgery and life terminates in death.

God’s grace means that there are many good things for us, but there is no utopia to be found on 
this earth. Nothing that mankind can do will remove the effects of the curse - sorrow, suffering 
and hardship will come to us all, believers and unbelievers alike. 

The curse is a foretaste of God’s judgment. In Luke 13, we are told that Pilate cruelly murdered 
some Galileans, and that a tower fell in Siloam and killed eighteen people. Our Lord tells us that 
this did not happen because they were greater sinners than the others around them. Rather, such 
acts of deliberate evil and accidental destruction speak a message to all of us, “unless you repent 
you will all likewise perish.” A greater judgment is coming that none of us can avoid, and we need 
to be sure that Christ is our Saviour so that we will not perish on that day.

Have you ever thought that the curse is a display of God’s mercy? Rather than ending the world 
when Adam sinned, he allowed it to continue filled with reminders of the damage sin causes 
and the inevitability of judgment, so that we may have opportunity to repent.

Through Jesus Christ there is deliverance from the 
curse. He became a curse for us (Galatians 3:13), 
bearing the law’s full punishment for the sins of 
his people.  Because of this, a day is coming when, 
“in a new heavens and a new earth,” there will be 
“no more curse” (Revelation 22:3) - sin, suffering and 
sorrow will be removed for ever.

Suffering in this world warns 
us all of a greater suffering that 
faces all who reject Christ.

PRAY THAT MEN AND WOMEN 
MIGHT STOP LOOKING FOR 

THEIR HEAVEN ON EARTH, AND 
IN THE PRESENT CRISIS MIGHT 

HEED GOD’S CALL TO REPENT



Tuesday
Wednesd

ay

WE RECOGNISE THE 
SIGNIFICANCE OF 

ETERNITY

PRAY THAT THERE WOULD 
BE AN AWARENESS OF

 ETERNITY IN OUR CHURCHES 
AND OUR NATION

Life is short and uncertain, but eternity 
lies ahead of us all. The Bible is clear 

that there are only two eternal destinies: 
heaven where we are forever with the Lord, 
rejoicing in the forgiveness of our sins, or 
hell where we are eternally cast out of his 
presence and bear the just punishment of 
our sins for all eternity. How little attention 
people give to eternity!

Every believer has a place in glory prepared 
for them by the Lord Jesus Christ. To see 
his face and be made like him, and to be 
with him for ever is a joy beyond anything 
we can comprehend. It makes all the 
sufferings of our present lives worthwhile 
(Romans 8:18).

But to be lost for all eternity is a tragedy 
beyond our imagining which nothing can 
make worthwhile, “For what will it profit a 
man if he gains the whole world, and loses 
his own soul?” (Mark 8:36).

By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called 
to go out to a place that he was to receive as an 
inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where 
he was going. By faith he went to live in the land 
of promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents 
with Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him of the same 
promise. For he was looking forward to the city that 
has foundations, whose designer and builder is 
God.        Hebrews 11:8-10

One of the great 
possibilities of this 
time is that people 

start to think of 
eternity and its 

significance.

Our eternal destiny is decided in this 
world. If we are saved in life, we are safe 
for eternity (John 5:24), but if we die 
outside of Christ, we are lost for ever, and 
that breach can never be made up: there is 
a “great gulf fixed” (Luke 16:26).

For believers, the glory of eternity is a 
spur to holiness (1 John 3:2-3), and the 
nearness of eternity is a spur to service 
(John 9:4). And for unbelievers, the reality 
of eternity should be a spur to seek 
the Lord for mercy and to listen to the 
gospel invitation, “Today, if you will hear 
His voice, Do not harden your hearts” 
(Hebrews 4:7).



THE HOLY SPIRIT 
REVEALS CHRIST TO 
HIS PEOPLE

Thursday Frid
ay

In John 14-16, our Lord prepares his 
disciples for his departure, by means of the 

cross, to heaven.  He tells them that it is to 
their advantage that he goes away, because 
then the Helper will come to them.  

It is by means of his Spirit that Christ comes 
to us - he will not leave us as orphans. The 
Holy Spirit supplies the place of Christ. But 
also, the Holy Spirit bears witness to Christ, 
like a floodlight illuminating a beautiful 
building, the Holy Spirit reveals Christ to his 
people - he focusses our eyes on him.

God’s purpose is, “that all should honour the 
Son, just as they honour the Father” (John 
5:23).  And when the Holy Spirit takes the 
things of Christ, and declares them to us, this 
is what happens in our lives. Sometimes he 
shows us new things, opening our minds to 
understand truths from his Word that we had 
never seen before. Sometimes he shows us 
truths about Christ we have long known and 
loved, but they come to us with new clarity 
and transforming power.

God chose what is low and despised in the 
world, even things that are not, to bring to 
nothing things that are, so that no human 
being might boast in the presence of God. 
And because of him you are in Christ 
Jesus, who became to us wisdom from 
God, righteousness and sanctification and 
redemption, so that, as it is written, “Let the 
one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 

1 Corinthians 1:28-31

It is to the Spirit we need 
to look for help and 

wisdom to see what is 
important and vital at this 

time. The answer may 
surprise us as He reveals 

Christ to us.

The person and work of our Lord is the 
sum and substance of the gospel, “Jesus 
Christ and him crucified.” He is also the 
true manna come down from heaven that 
feeds our souls. Without Christ, we have 
nothing, and when our sight of Christ is 
dim, our souls become dry and lifeless. 
But in Christ there is an abundance, “For 
it pleased the Father that in Him all the 
fullness should dwell,” (Colossians 1:19), 
“And of His fullness we have all received, 
and grace for grace” (John 1:16).

Whatever our need we find it in Christ, 
“who became for us wisdom from God - 
and righteousness and sanctification and 
redemption”.

PRAY THAT THE LORD WILL 
SEND HIS SPIRIT TO REVEAL 

MORE OF CHRIST TO US



Thursday Frid
ay THE HOLY SPIRIT 

BRINGS CONVICTION 
TO THE WORLD

Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go 
away, for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you. But if 
I go, I will send him to you. And when he comes, he will convict the 
world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment: concerning 
sin, because they do not believe in me; concerning righteousness, 
because I go to the Father, and you will see me no longer;  concerning 
judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged.                    John 16:7-11

When the Holy Spirit reveals the truth about Christ to us, it leads to comfort, joy, 
assurance, and praise, but the effect of the unbelieving world is different. The truth 

about Christ brings conviction, convincing men, and women that they have been wrong 
about Christ and are guilty before God, and therefore need a Saviour.

There is a great lack of conviction in our land - many people who do not believe in Christ 
seem completely untroubled about it. But conviction is necessary if someone is to 
become a Christian.  Why would someone ask God for forgiveness they do not think 
they need, or trust in a Saviour they think they can do without? “Those who are well have 
no need of a physician, but those who are sick. I did not come to call the righteous, but 
sinners, to repentance” (Mark 2:17).  It is the work of the Spirit of God to show people that 
they are sinners in need of a Saviour.

We can preach and witness, but only the Spirit of 
God can bring real conviction. It was the Spirit’s 
convicting work on the day of Pentecost that 
caused the listening crowd to be cut to the 
heart and cry out, “Men and brethren, what 
shall we do?” (Acts 2:37). 

And it is the Spirit of God alone who opens hearts 
to believe the gospel and be saved (Acts 16:14).

PRAY THAT THE LORD 
WILL SEND HIS SPIRIT TO 

CONVICT MEN AND WOMEN 
OF THEIR NEED AND BRING 

THEM TO CHRIST

We want to see conversions, but we must realise that even a pandemic will 
not turn a person to Christ - we need the Spirit to work.



GOD’S GLORY IS 
WORTH MORE THAN 
ALL BESIDES

The purpose of creation is to show 
God’s glory - that is God being seen 

to be who and what he is. He made us 
so that we would realise his truly glorious 
character.

God reveals his glory in various ways. 
In creation he shows us his power and 
goodness, and in our consciences and in 
his judgments, he shows us his justice. But 
it is only in Christ that we see his saving 
grace and the unimaginable extent of his 
love:

GREAT God of wonders! all Thy ways
Are matchless, godlike, and divine;

But the fair glories of Thy grace,
More godlike and unrivalled shine:

Who is a pardoning God like Thee?
Or who has grace so rich and free?

When we pray that people would be saved, 
we are praying that God be glorified. 

Not to us, O LORD, not to us, but to your 
name give glory, for the sake of your 
steadfast love and your faithfulness! 
Why should the nations say, “Where is 
their God?” 
Our God is in the heavens; he does all that 
he pleases.    Psalm 115:1-3

This crisis gives us an 
opportunity to examine 

our motives and re-align 
our hearts and all that 

we do with the heart of 
Scripture and creation - 

the glory of God.

When we pray that Christians would be 
strengthened and comforted and made 
more like Christ, we are praying that 
God be glorified. When we live faithful 
Christian lives, we are living in a way that 
brings glory to God.  

But the glory of God must be more than 
just one of our motives to pray and to 
live, it must be the pre-eminent motive in 
all we do. In this present crisis our main 
burden must be that God is glorified.

“He must increase, but I must decrease.” 
(John 3:30).

PRAY THAT OUR FIRST 
CONCERN IN EVERYTHING MAY 

BE THAT GOD IS GLORIFIED

Saturday



Saturday

‘O God, you are my God; earnestly I 
seek you; my soul thirsts for you; my 
flesh faints for you, as in a dry and 
weary land where there is no water. 
So I have looked upon you in the 
sanctuary, beholding your power and 
glory. Because your steadfast love is 
better than life, my lips will praise you.’                
Psalm 63:1-3
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We are dependent on God in every 
way. Without Him we can do 
nothing, yet we can do all things 
through Him who strengthens us. 
Prayer is therefore a vital part of 
the work of the EMW.

Would you consider receiving one 
of our prayer bulletins? Almost on 
a weekly basis the EMW will send 
news and prayer bulletins about 
one of our specific ministries. 
You can subscribe to one or all 
of these bulletins by visiting the 
website.

GENERAL PRAYER AND NEWS

MISSIONS

PRAYER LISTS INCLUDE:

EMW CONFERENCES

PLEASE
PRAY 
WITH US

www.emw.org.uk/prayer
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PASTORS’ LIST

CHURCH LEADERS LIST

EMW RESOURCES

BRYN Y GROES


