
How are we to reconcile these two things?  

It doesn’t mean that the only people who 
can pray acceptably are those who have 
never sinned.  It means that those who pray 
acceptably are those whose sins have been 
dealt with by the Lord Jesus Christ. 

To pray acceptably:

1We need to be true Christians, whose sins 
have been forgiven through the blood of 

the cross - how else can we call him Father!

2We need to be true Christians who are 
not conscious of any unconfessed sin 

which might break our fellowship with the 
Father - how else can we hope to be heard! 

But your iniquities have separated 
you from your God; And your sins 
have hidden His face from you, so 
that He will not hear. Isaiah 59:2 

John Newton understood this:  
With my burden I begin:

Lord, remove this load of sin;
Let Thy blood, for sinners spilt,

Set my conscience free from guilt.

But there is something more.  All too often, 
our prayers are discoloured by personal bias, 
prejudice and imbalance.  To be acceptable 
to God our prayers need to be cleansed with 
the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ also.  In 
the Old Testament, the incense offered 
in the tabernacle symbolised the prayers 
and worship of the people, and the altar 
of incense was cleansed with the blood of 
the sin offering of atonement, Ex. 30:10.  In 
the same way, our spiritual sacrifices are 
“acceptable to God through Jesus Christ”, 1 
Pet. 2:5.
So what should we pray for?  God’s will, and 
God’s blessing, and that involves humbling 
ourselves and praying “Your will be done”.  
In the coming week and year, may we:
‒ desire God’s will above all else;
‒ trust in his goodness;
‒ plead for his mercy;
‒ thank him for his grace.

 - Mark Thomas 
(General Secretary of the EMW)

This Call to Prayer has 
been issued to encourage 
God’s people to join 
together to pray that God 
would work with power in 
our land.
One of the great mysteries 
of prayer is that it combines 
two things which seem, at 
first glance, to be completely 
irreconcilable:

1. We draw near to the holy God who cannot abide sin, and who is a consuming fire

2. Yet at the same time, we are invited to speak to God as a child speaks to its father: with absolute 
transparency, and full confidence in his love, good-will and power to help.
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